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essay

From Tragedy, A Silver Lining

Though not the wedding she envisioned, the author’s nuptials could not have been more meaningful.

BY JUDITH COOKIS RUBENS

always ussumed planning myv wedding

would be a romantic journey. [ envi-

sioned my fiancé and | holding hands

in Crate & Barrel, selecting items for
our dream home. T saw us tiste-testing
hurercream cakes. | prerired
us sorting through brochures
for o sun-drenched beuach
honevmoon. | ariginally
thought our bigzest dilemma
would be "band or 1]

In realiey, there were more
than a few snaps alonge the
wav, Our rehearsal dinner
restanrant shut its doors with-
out warning, just weeks be-
fure  the big dinner.
Brdesmaid dresses didn'r fir
properly. Invirarion maps
were printed incorrectly,

I wook it all in suide — un-
til Tiresday moming, Sepe. 11,
20u01,

It was 9 wm. when my
mother and | sar down 1o
hreakfasr in our suburban
Chicago home before head-
ing o pick up my gown f
my Sepr. 15th wedding, We
MMipped on the TY and saw
smuke billowing out of the
Wiwrld Trade Center.

I sat transfized, unable tw turn awuay
From the news coveraze as the tragedy un-
folded, Sometime later, we finally wan-
dered over w the brdal shop ina duee. We
hewered around a small TV wirh the sales-
people, watching in disbelief as the tow-
ers crumbled, Within minutes, the whole
world changed.

Larer, atrer learning thar friends in New
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York Citv and Washingron, DO were
safe, Tswared w process the enonmicy of
whar had happened — che firse atrack on
LIS, s0il in my lifetime.

| ulso Felt horribly guilty because my

thunghes kepr drifring back to my up

coming wedding, just days away, Friends
called w see if the ceremony was still on

With air teavel at a standseill, dozens of rel-
atives and friends on boch coasts scarred
phoning in their love and regrers, For some
family members, my wedding would have
been o long-awaited reunion. Now it was
not to be,

Suddenly, mv planning over the lasr
veur seemed so crivial, AT wanced was
for my reladves to travel sufely and be w-
rether, Having lost my farher to canecer
just the vear before, | grieved for every-
one who lost a loved one
in the attacks. Hearing
tile after tule of husbands
or wives scanning hospi-
rals for “missing” spous-
es, | found mvself
concerned wirh anly one
thing: marrving my fiancé
— with or without a fan-
oy celebranom.

In the end, our wed
ding wenr on as planned
four days lacer It was
Beautiful, romancic and
ahsolutely perfect — ver
it was nothing | had envi-
sioned the week hefore
4 handtul of relatives and
friends were notably ab-
sent, bur manv orhers
hopped in cars and drove
cross-country 1o be with
s, Toasts, dances and
sedting armngemenrs
were quickly rearrnged
Fven ourwedding album
will forever remind us of
that time — we stopped for plenires ina
park draped with huge American flags.

Fronically, countless guests told us thar
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our wedding was one of the most memo
rable they had atcended. It gave them i
outlet to kingh. celebrace and dance —
sonething chey hadn't done much of in
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From Tragedy, A Silver Lining

(continued from page 88)

those last few days.

We canceled our long-awaited Jamaican
honeymoon because air travel was still un-
certain. Instead, my sneaky fiancé man-
aged to pull together an impromptu trip
to New Orleans by overnight train, keep-
ing the destination a secret from me until
we boarded the train.

On our 19-hour ride from Chicago to
New Orleans, I collapsed. Exhausted from
wedding planning and watching media
coverage, the emotions washed over me.
While fixing my makeup in the tiny train
bathroom, the tears started falling.

No, I wasn’t sad because we weren't
headed for sunny Jamaica. They were ac-
tually tears of joy because I was so happy
to have married my husband, my partner
of eight years. We survived a long en-
gagement, the financial pressures of plan-
ning a wedding, and, now, we had pulled
each other through a time of crisis.

With air travel at a stand-
still, dozens of relatives
and friends on both coasts
started phoning in their
love and regrets.

During our week-long stav in the
French Quarter, we explored New
Orleans’ romantic cafes and jazz halls with-
out the usual revelers. We started our new
life together in an unfamiliar but exciting
adventure — probably the first of many.

In today’s uncertain world, terrorist at-
tacks and war keep us up nights whenev-
er we think about traveling, getting
married or starting a family. What will the
world be like 12 months from now? Even
six months? We cannot know for sure.

Things my generation used to take for
granted — especially peace — are not so
certain anymore.

Still, for me, the horrific events of 9/11
held a small but powerful silver lining,
They made me grudgingly acceprt that [
won't alwavs be in control.

Before 9/11, I spent countless hours ob-
sessing over attendants’ gifts, dinner
menus and wedding photos. I was con-
sumed by creating a picture-perfect wed-
ding that met society’s elusive
expectations. I somehow lost sight of the
big picture.

I had grear friends, a supportive family,
and best of all, a loving fiancé. We were
healthy, together and in love. It was time
to stop worrying. [t was time to start hav-
ing fun and enjoving marriage.

That revelation was a true gift at a time
when I really needed it. I stll consider it
my favorite wedding present. []
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